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KRALD POSNEIl took the ohso- 
Into, bolt-action rifle olT the wnil 
in his Manhattan study. 

Apart from a bayonet holder 
and a little extra length to I he b«r- 
rid, this was a replica of the origi- 
nal $12.78 pon that, according too 
fresh version of a 30-year old I he- 



nry that I’ ’Slier is plying in a new hook, launched two 
bullets Hint killed President John F. Kennedy 

That I V nor would have felt the neetl to purchase his 
own Manolicher-< 'nrano rifle is emblematic of the 



plodding, painstaking research that already has won 
him accolades — and that he hopes will begin to con- 
vince Americana that Lee Harvey Oswald, acting 
alone, assassinated Kennedy. 

“No matter how much you hear the experts say you 
can operate the holt in n fraction of a second, you want 
to sec for Nours'dr.” Posner said ns he held the firearm 
"You wind I -i * see, as Marina I Oswald’s wife!, said, hr 
nnt on a porch in New Orleans . and operated il for 
hours - does it make a difference" in how quickly the 
rifle can he fired, reloaded and fired again. 

Posner looked down at the metal boll handle. "I will 
tell you when I first got it . . . I tended to he gentle with 
it,” he said, recalling his initial unsurencss with I he 
World War II weapon. "Now I just slam it . . . If I had 
personally found that the mechanism is much tougher 
to operate. 1 would have questioned the experts in a 



different v ay.” 

As the 30th anniversar y of JFK’s assassination ap- 
proaches, Posner’s hook, "Case Closed.” joins a crop of 
projects, including television specials and nearly a do?, 
cn now ho»»ks, that will take part, in what has become 
nn American ritual: re-examining the events that he 
gnu when shots rang out in Dallas Dealey Plaza at 
12:30 p.m. on Nov. 22, 1963. 

Put the 39-yenr-old Posner’s book is something dif- 
ferent. 

In an era when, depending on the poll, as many ns 9 
in 1 0 Arne? ten ns say they believe that Kennedy was t he 
victim of a conspiracy. Posner employs met iru Ions re- 
search to reach what counts as a novel conclusion: 
That, for all its flaws, the Warren (commission was 
rigid . Oswald killed JFK without help from anyone. 

Posner has impressed admirers and even some cril - 
ics with bin diligent research and measured analysis, 
lie rc-ind«\xed I he entire 26-volume Warren Cnmmis- 



flion report, more than a million words of testimony, 
exhibits mid appendices. That project culminated in a 
chilling portrait of Oswald ns a life-long loner who 
could have pulled olT the Kennedy killing alone. 

Posner also employed computer technology not 
available In the commission in 1964. lie says the com- 
puter modeling and animation help show that the 
much-derided “magic bullet” — Oswald’s second shot 
— could indeed have hit both Kennedy and 3 exas ( »ov. 
John Connolly. The computer enhancements also help 
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prove that Oswald had ample time to get off hia three *j£| 

aliota, Posner says. A; / * * ?t * 

The book already has gotten more attention than mM* <* 
any recent JFK project save Oliver Stones movie, 

“JFK , 0 which suggested that a plot to kill Kennedy jjjj 
emanated from high levels of the United States Gov-'if 
eminent. ; . . ' 

Its . appeal lies both fin its thorough, apparently 1 
even-handed research, and tlie fact that, following the | 
publication in rgcgn^yeara of a near-constant stream ,J 
of conspiracy books' “Case Closed 0 may be the first 
by a respected author to argue persuasively for the? 

Oswald-alone theory, a scenario most Americans dis^ 
missed years ago. >? ■. - • . 4 . 

“We have forgotten the story," Posner said. “Wejl 
have forgotten the details of it because we'ye lost Os- 
wald. In ail these thirty years, all the talk was about 
conspiracies . 0 ft ‘ t 

Typical of the favorable treatment thus far was a 
cover story and 24-page special report on the book in w 
U.S. News and World Report.. The magazine’s cover J* 
declared the book “brilliant" and concluded that of'ii? 
all the new books on the assassination, “Case Closed” 
had the “smell of truth," The others, U.S. News said; W 

merely had a “smell;^ \r A/ 

“lie sweeps away decades of polemical smoke, layer Sti 
by layer, and builds an unshakable case against JFK’s *1 
killer,” U.S. News said of Posner. * v ji‘jr 

“It’s just a model of historical scholarship," said]* 

Stephen Ambrose,' the Boyd Professor of History at “if 
tlie University of New Orleans, and noted student of A 

assassination literature, who says the book has ; ,v v 

»•** - * ■ 

doubts about the single-bullet theory. He says Posner fnotorcsde In Oliver Slono 8 film, ‘JFK. y » 

has convinced him ^hat a single bullet hit both Ken-. • ♦/ •' • *; A * 4. 'll 1 ‘ 

nedy and Connally^ and that Oswald acted alone, r J(rB 
But will “Case Clewed" change the American mind? 

Critics — and therefore many — say that Posner, 9 ' ] " 
former Manhattan attorney, ignored important evi- ;| 
dence in an effort to. build a prosecutorial indictment 
of the ream of conspiracy theories. 



photo some contend was 



Probably the most. widely respected believer in the 
possibility of a JFK conspiracy — former House Se- j 
loci Committee on Assassinations counsel G. Robert % 
Blakey — said Posner’s book, rather than having a w 
real impact, would end up a mere “footnote" in a # _ . 
bibliography of assassination literature. •’.} 

“What’s troublesome for me in Posner’s book is 
that he’s a lawyer writing the brief for one side, and .‘.fydri 
there’s no reason for a person who’s seen or heard all 



.• :• & went and beyond. As 



...or^r ^bate cliuming for a 

A^rf^-cated “JPK” toyoun 
HE ASSASSINATION of John F. 1 ■ search for truth marc! 
Kennedy and attendant whodunit :< Because the Warr 
theories have done mucb ’to, define ^ centerpiece of the esb 
the last quarter of this American argument, Stone like 
century — the killing of a beloved 
president hecause his loss repre- 
sented to mili ons the sudden 
snatching away of hope, and the con- 



the evidence to credit hia book as opposed to^ someone 1 gpjj-acy arguments because they revealed a powerful 

'ah 



1 . * « „ ~ I , - , . , . r tv By the time the Warren Commission declared in 

. J 1 “u k l f® 1 ”a«7 e y Oswald fired two shots i from i; 19C4 that I^e Harvey Oswald acted alone in slaying 
behind that killed Uie president of the United States -^Kennedy the previous year, polls showed that a third 
beyond a reasonable doubt, Blakey said, lkitl of Americans believed instead that Oswald wus only a 



previous year, polls showed that a third 
.x ... . , 1 L ... ftror Americans believed instead that Oswald was only a 

thmk there is substantial evidence to believe both the J p \^ yer j n someone’s diabolical game. The number hit 
ear- and the eye-witnesses that there was another percent in 1966 and continued climbing.. When 
shot in the plaza. A • 1 ^pollsters questioned Americans following the contro- 

“1 think a reasonable person can agree with me, . vereial 1991 movie “jfk,” 77 percent said they had 
Blakey added. *i m not so arrogant as to say, Case ••*uq doubt: Kennedy was the victim of a conspiracy. 

Closed.’ ” % v : ’ > :: was as tiiough Kennedy’s death had inspired a 

“Case Closed" essentially is a straightforward nar- J;ri ew religion — an orthodoxy of disbelief. “The theor- 
ration of how Lee Harvey Oswald, acting alone, came u*; really ran around the country like wildfire," re- 
to kill Kennedy. The conclusion, though arrived at i { cal led Ramsey Clark, who served as U,S;Tattorney saasmatior 
more artfully, ia precisely that of the Warren Com- /{general from 1967-69. “It was hard to go to a college Huthman, 
mission, which endured both contemporary and sub- 4(1 campus and not find a dozen or so young people who 



sequent derision for not seeing a conspiracy. 

But there are some new twists. 

Posner produced one the old-fashioned way: By cre- 
ating his own index?,of.the Warren Commission re- 
port, he found what he says is information about Os- 
wald that others have missed or ignored. 



would come up very agitated, presenting all kinds of 
theories." Seeing that Clark wasn’t buying, students 
seemed incredulous. “They would walk away shaking 



J their heads," he said. 

%Vln his book, “Case Closed,” 
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Gerald Posner says 



“march" for truth wil 
“What made us 
conspiracy theories w« 
report was woefully, v 
than Vankin, author ( 
Cover-ups and Crim< 
Mind Control in Amei 
Vankin says the Wa 
Bafest, most political, 
you see that, you hav 
ing on," Baid the aut 
Oswald was merely 01 
Though he rejecti 
Guthman, press secrc 
the president’s broth 
says most Americans 
reasonable “skepticis 
sassination. “There h 
now a jour 
Others note that Ar 
brace conspiracy ej 
/whose history is rep 
some of it murderous, 
eager for the outland 
the Super Bowl, or w 
the White House, or. 



fcd. .1 Americans embraced alternative explanations to, the; «oubb, u » 

"I thought that unless I obtained an understanding j: Kennedy killing because the event simply seemed too V" 8 *? , ,, y 3 8eal 

of Oswald, you still don’t understand whv he shoots -painful for the work of a “misguided sociopath',’ like with Ue Harvey usw, 
Jack Kennedy,” Posner said^’To me, that is a funds- 't,L©o Oswald. Accepting the president’s death was difli, % L . Peo P le would rath. 



mental flaw in the Warren Commission and in every 'jcult enough. Accepting the banality of his assassins ‘ h “!l the s,m P le ansv 
Athnr th»i OhwrIiI did it.” ' •; m ,^h ' 1 L California psychothen 




